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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR LI 7(e), was filed in this appUcation after final rejection. Since this appUcation is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on January 23, 2007 has been entered. 

Status of Claims 

This communication is in response to amendment and remarks filed on January 23, 2007. 

■ Claims 2, 3, 4, 8, 13, 15 and 16 were amended. 

■ Claims 1, 9 and 14 were previously canceled. 

■ Claims 2-8, 10-13, 15 and 16 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
An examiner's amendment to the record appears below and in consideration with 
Applicant's representative. However, should the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to 
applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of 
such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 



The application has been amended as follows : 
Claim 1 (Canceled) 
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Claim 2 (Currently Amended) An information processing method comprising: storing 
information for discriminating contents duplicated in the past with respect to a specific device 
and temporal data as to a previous start time of duplication of the contents into a database of the 
specific device; requesting a further duplication of the contents with respect to the specific 
device; acquiring the information for discriminating content to be duplicated from the database 
of the specific device; deciding whether copying of the contents discriminated by the 
discriminating information is allowed in accordance with a comparison between the temporal 
data stored in the database and current time; and -allowing copying of the content: and 
duplicating the contents in accordance with said decision wh e th e r if copying of th e cont e nt is 
allow e d, wherein the duplication of the content is prohibited when an interval of time between 
the current time and the previous start time of duplication of said content specified by the 
temporal data stored in the database with respect to the predetermined device is less than 
predetermined amount of time. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) A program storage medium including computer program 
instructions that cause a computer to implement an information processing method comprising: 
storing information for discriminating contents duplicated in the past with respect to a specific 
device and temporal data as to a previous start time of duplication of the contents into a database 
of the specific device; requesting a further duplication of the contents with respect to the specific 
device; acquiring the information for discriminating content to be duplicated from the database 
of the specific device; deciding whether copying of the contents discriminated by the 
discriminating information is allowed in accordance with a comparison between the temporal 
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data stored in the database and current time; and -allowing copying of the content: and 
dupHcating the contents in accordance with said decision wh e th e r if copying of th e cont e nt is 
allow e d , wherein the duplication of the content is prohibited when an interval of time between 
the current time and the previous start time of dupUcation of said content specified by the 
temporal data stored in the database with respect to the predetermined device is less than 
predetermined amount of time. 

Claim 4 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 2 
wherein said contents is reproduced from an information storage medium of the specific device. 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 4 
wherein said information recording medium is a compact disc. 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 2 
wherein the discriminating contents is the ISRC. 

Claim 7 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 2 
wherein the discriminating information for discriminating the contents is the TOC (Table of 
Contents). 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 6 
wherein the ISRC (International Standard Recording Code) as the discriminating information for 
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discriminating contents is accessed from an information recording medium and, if the ISRC is 
not stored in said information recording medium, data of a TOC (Table of Contents) of the 
information recording medium is utilized as said discriminating information. 

Claim 9 (Canceled) 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 2, 
further comprising: checking data in said database; and detecting modification using a hash 
function. 

Claim 1 1 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 2 
wherein said predetermined amount of time is a fixed value. 

Claim 12 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 2 
wherein duplication of the content is allowed when said discrimination information and temporal 
data of the content to be duplicated is not stored in the database. 

Claim 13 (Previously Presented): The information processing method according to claim 1 1 
further comprising: detecting a watermark encoded in the content to be duplicated; and wherein 
said duplicating of contents is dependent on the basis of the watermark if the duplicating is 
allowed in accordance with the information for discriminating contents. 
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Claim 14 (Canceled) 

Claim 15 (Previously Presented) The information processing method according to claim 2, 
further comprising: updating the previous start time of duplication in the database to the present 
time when the duplication of content is allowed. 

Claim 16 (Previously Presented) The program storage medium including computer program 
instruction for causing a computer to implement an information processing method according to 
Claim 3, further comprising: updating the previous start time of duplication in the database to the 
present time when the duplication of content is allowed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 2-8, 10-13, 15 and 16 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance : 

As per independent claims 2 and 3, in view of Applicant's arguments and amendments to 
the claims, the closest prior art of record (Gruse et al., 6,389,538 Bl) fails to disclose storing 
information for discriminating contents duplicated in the past with respect to a specific device 
and temporal data as to a previous start time of duplication of the contents into a database of the 
specific device; requesting a further duplication of the contents with respect to the specific 
device wherein the duplication of the content is prohibited when an interval of time between the 
current time and the previous start time of duplication of said content specified by the temporal 
data stored in the database with respect to the predetermined device is less than predetermined 
amount of time. Gruse et al. fail to disclose duplication of content with respect to a specific 
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device and content that may or may not have been dupUcated v^th respect to the specific device, 
w^herein the specific device is prohibited when an interval of time between the present time and 
the start time of the prior duplication of the content is less than a predetermined period. Claims 
4-8, 10-13, 15 and 16 depend from claims 2 and 3 and are allovs^able for the reasons stated above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley B. Bayat whose telephone number is 571-272-6704. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m. -6:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571-272-6779, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you v^ould 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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